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A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 


Cycles ~ all organisms seem to go through cycles, 
and organizations do too as well. The October meeting 
will mark the beginning of another cycle of club activity 
with the departure of some board members and the 
‘lection of new ones. 

[ will be leaving the job of editor, and Ron NKOP 
will fill the position. Ron is going to need Jots of help 
from the club membership. He is undertaking some 
changes to try to get it~ the board agreed to his request 
to institute quarterly prizes for the best articles from 
O-Beat. In addition, he will be available on packet and 
through the KAOWIE BBS. Of course, you can always 
sive Ron hard copy or contact him to send him an 
ASCI file over the phone. 

Other board members have indicated they will not 
accept reelection this time. I have noted a sort of 
‘weariness that has come over the board, which comes 
from too long a time in a position of prodding, 
wheedling and cajoling others to participate in club 
activities. Wisely the board is secking a change of the 
faces up front. 


After all, this is your club. The board has given its 
best efforts in guiding the club, but perhaps the strain it 
has experienced has come from being out of step with 
the will of the membership. If we can elect a new board 
that more accurately reflects the mood of the club, we 
should see a new agenda of activities enthusiastically 
supported by the members. 

Therefore the coming elections deserve more than a 
few seconds of passing thought. They should be 
preceeded by your discussion with your fellow amateurs 
about the direction you would like to see the club, and 
ty extension, amateur radio, take. If you feel strongly 
about these matters, you must consider running. By 
lection night, we nocd a slate of alternatives and ideas 
from which to choose. Remeber, a minimal effort will 
at best get a minimal response. 

Then again, we get back to cycles. Over the past 
three years, I've seen a great deal of energy and 
enthusiasm from the members on behalf of the club, 
Pechaps that was a part of the cycle, and as winter 
follows autumn, the chib will enter a period of rest - a 
‘minimum of activities, reorganization and recuperation 


WIN Fame, Fortune Colorado Springs 


and 
ae Wintronic Company 
Prizes to be awarded at the eurecetacs <ouee er mon ae 
‘WHOLESALE DISTRI Bt TORS OF ELECTRONIC 
December Meeting PARTS, SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 
to the Best Authors of the 
October, November and 


Jess KBTAA 719 W. 7th St. 
Florence, Colorado 81226 
(719) 784-3040 
TRANSMITTER HUN’ x 
iM Lower Overhead .......... Lower Prices 
By Bill Pherigo WROY 
All Brands of New, Lots of 
‘The PPRAA held it’s first (monthly?!) T-hunt on Used + Consignment Ham Equipment 
Saturday, September 23. The hunt started at 12:00 noon 
from the East Library in Colorado Springs. Over 10 We trade and give you top trade-in prices. 


hams participated, a majority of which found the 
transmitter (which was hidden on a ridge in Ute Valley 
Park) within two hours, Consignment fee 10% - 13% on 
Next month’s hunt will be run by Mike Lehmpu, equipment sold in Colorado 
WOMHL, who was the first to find last month's 
transmitter. The starting location and boundaries will 


be the same as last time. Participants should moet at psi veh 
the East Library, on Uni é losed Mondays 
Wie Tuesday thru Friday 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM 


‘Academy Blvd, at 12:00 noon on Saturday, October 21 E 
Th ase 1H adn eens Sac Saturday until 1:00 PM 

of the library.The hunt fr 

LRU eae ee Evening Hours: 7:15-9:30 by 

welcome to participate: ae" appointment only 

Contact Mike, WMHL, (488-2440), or Bill, WROY, es 

(SO S710 lac ces tein, Phone is off-hook 6:00 - 7:15 PM 


MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 
GENERAL MEETING 


sutmmitted by Al NOCMW, Secretary 


‘The general meeting of the Pikes Peak Radio 
Amateur Association was held at the Hewlett ~ 
Packard Briargite Facility, Wednesday evening 13 
Seplember 1989, The meeting was called to order by 
the president Rick WB7THT at 19:00, with 48 
members and guests present. Rick asked cach member 
to state what they would like to see the club do in the 
next year, 


‘The minutes of the previous General Meeting and 
‘Board meeting were approved as printed in 0-Beat. 


Committee Reports 
Note: Please contact the chairman at the phone 


number listed if you can help out on any of these 
committees, 


‘Treasurer ~ Ron NKOP (593-8352): 

"The treasurer's report was given by Ron. The club 
checkbook previous balance was $2391.11. Expenses 
his month were $389.15 and income was 
$221.20. Ths gves a curent balance of 
$2223. 


Interference — Ron NKOP (599-8352): 
Ron had two inquiries this month. 


Novice classes are starting September 20 at the 
Sand Creek Police substation, They will be held 
Wednesday and Friday nights from 7:00 yo 9:00 pm. 


The publicity committee hasn't had much activity 
ately but will try to get some publicity about the sale of 
the 7.5 KW generator. 


ef a i 
The next meeting will be in Boulder this November. 


‘No report this month. 


Hi (597-7334): 
Jake reported for Cliff about the exercise coming up 
con Sunday. Members are asked to contact Cliff if they 
can help out. 


Public Sewvice~ Mike KOTER fe 
Mike W7MHL reported for Mike KOTER about the 

upcoming Teller Count Hill Climb. It will be held 

‘October 687. Please call KOTER if you can help. 


Next test. will be this September on the 23nd, This 
test will be closed to walk-ins, so register with Max if 
‘you want a place at the exam. The price is $4.75 except 
Tor Novice exams which are free. 


Nothing to report. 


Fred KAOWIE reported that he has a 0-Beat section 
on his packet BBS, The next club meeting will be 
at the Elks Lodge on North Nevada. It is 
located on the west side of Nevada between 
Fillmore and the dog track. Ron NKOP, who will 
‘assume the editorship of O-Beat with the NOvember 
issue, announced prizes will be given for the best 
articles of the October, November and December issue. 
He also announced that the next meeting of the 
Academy Radio Club would be elections, and will be at 
the Tee-House at the Golf Course on October 10, 11:30 
am. Bdale N3EUA reminded everyone that the ARRL 
Networking Conference would be held this October at 
the Academy and the Mariott Hotel. For registration 
contact Andy NOCCZ at 598-8323. Doug NATGO 
the new ARRL traffic manager and needs your help. 
Mike WOMHL is the new AMSAT representative. 


Prizes: 
After a short intermission, the drawings were 
conducted by Floyd KBSFCN. The following won 


prizes: 

NOCYR Jake Super Twist Screwdriver 
NKOP Ron Meal.at Village Inn 
KQus Joe Engraver 

KAQZHP Shannon Mystery Prize 

NIFED Karen Minax. 

NODDF Bui Oneycar membership 
WBOEVR Bill Book 

KOROL Oak Book 


Progam: 


The program was about cletromagnetic pulse 
(EMP) by Gen. Royer from the Air Force Academy. It 
was an enlightening and interesting program. 


‘The meeting was adjourned at 2115. The next 
‘meeting will be on October 11 st 1900 hrs at the Elks 
‘Club on North Nevada. 

-A0OMW 


MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 


BOARD MEETING 
submitted by AI NOCH 


‘The Board meeting was beld on 21 September 1989 
at the QTH of Bud NODDF. It was held on Thursday 
because a quorum was not obtained for the Monday 
meeting, In attendance were Al NOCMW, Bud 
NODDF, Rick WB7THT, and Ron NKOP. 

‘The upcoming elections and the move to the Elks 
Lodge were discussed at the meeting. The board voted 
to sponsora series of transmitter hunts. 

Rick WBTHT is looking into the price of a 
repeater for public service events. 

‘The club needs a chairman if it wishes to hold a 
public Mall demo. Similarly, we won't have a 
Christmas party this year if a chairman isn't forund to 
organize it. 

Bud NODDF needs instructors for the Novice 
classes. Max had informed the board that the next 
exams will be the 9th of December and that 
preregistration will be required. 

Ron NKOP reported that the price of a 1/4 page ad 
in 0-Beat is only $12, and we need more advertisers. 

‘The low bid required for the propane generator is 
now $350. Bids will be accepted at the club's address. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for October 
19 at the QTH of Rick WB7THT. The mecting 
‘adjourned at 20:30. 

“NOM 


AFA RADIO CLUB MINUTES 


‘The meeting was on September 12 at 1130 at the 
‘Tee-House at the Golf Course. Several members were 
present; no names were recorded. It was noted that a 
few members were absent due to work. 
‘The next meeting will be held at the same place at 
11:30 on October 10. 
~ MOM 


1934 Official 
SHORT WAVE RADIO MANUAL. 


edited by Hugo Gernsback 
Build simple, high performance 
old time shonwaveradios!! You 
can—all of the secrets are here: 


ireut diagrams pes avout, || SHORT WAVE 
thecirealt diagram. pers you. Radio Mantial 


coil specifications, construction, 
details, operation hints and much = 
more, A classic for experiment- LP 
cs, shortwave listeners, ham 
radio operators, old time radio 
collectors and just about anyone 
interested in old-time radios. 
Evenif you never get tobuildone 
of these radios, you're sure to get 
hours of enjoyable reading out of 
this book. 81/2 x 11 Paperback, 
260 pages. ISBN 0-917914-64-3, 


330014 - Shortwave Radio Manual 


Order yours today from : 
HIGH ENERGY ENTERPRISES 
PO Box 5636 
Security, CO 80931 


392-6404 


15.45 


Home of EXTRAORDINARY SCIENCE!!! 


Centennial Electronics 


Distributor 
nen, @ 
TUBES © Test Equipment 
© Capacitors * Tools 


* Solder Aids * VCR/Stereo Accessories 


“Hard to Find Batteries and Tubes” 


Ham & Senior Discount 
Wholesale - Retail 


Hours: 8:30—1 Sat. / 8:30-5:30 Mon.—Fri 


2324 E. Bijou 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 


633-4666 


SKYWARN Nets 
By David Banks NXION 


In “The View From The Peak" in the September 1989 

O-BEAT, George Hinds NSCIX made some comments 
‘concerning the operation of the local SKYWARN nets. 
‘As the Severe Weather Net Manager for this. area 
having responsibility for that operation, I foel compelled 
to respond on behalf of all those who take the time and 
effort to participate. 

In one respect, George was correct. Participation in 
severe weather nets has not been good on some 
‘occasions, particularly when severe weather occurred 
during peak vacation periods and during the day on 
‘weekdays when most people are at work. 

But in some respects, George was inaccurate, While 
he did not exactly quote my article in the March 1989 
O-BEAT, his interpretation was misleading at best. It 
as neither stated nor implied that people must come to 
every weather training class or they would be “scored 
and turned away”, though we do continue to encourage 
previously-trained amateurs 10 come cach year for a 
refresher. What I did say was that the Weather Service 
would not act on information provided solely by a 
‘person who has never been trained. To do so would be 
imesponsible. Warnings are only issued by the Weather 
‘Service when they are sure of their facts so that people 
will have no doubt that they must take immediate 
action, Remember the little boy who cried wolf... 

Encier this summer, I was personally called out on 
‘one occasion to. verify a report of a supposed funnel 
cloud sighted near the Air Force Academy, close to 
where I was situated at the time, I was able to see the 
phenomenon and to report back that it was definitely 
NOT a funnel cloud and there was no need to issue any 
warning. The Weather Service and the authorities 
receive many such well-intentioned false reports. and 
must be able to obtain reliable confirmation. 

Two other recent examples come to. mind where 
reports from untrained people could have boon easily 
‘misinterpreted. One person reported that they had “one 
inch hail covering the ground”. One inch diameter hail 
is considered severe and an indication that the storm 
producing it may spawn other dangerous phenomena. 
‘What this person actually had was a one inch depth of 
small pearsized hail on the ground, hardly a concern to 
the Weather Service. 

‘The second report was from another untrained person 
who claimed to have hail, one piece of which "measured 
four and one eighth inches”. Yes, he'd measured a piece 
of hail and that really was the size of it, but he had 
measured the circumference of the hail, not the 
diameter! So, in reality, he had quarter- to 
golfbal-sized hail, quite serious but not nearly as 


perilous as the supposed grapefruit-sized hail his initial 
report had indicated. 

National Weather Service sponsored training, is 
important so that perticipating amateurs understand 
what the Weather Service needs (our sole purpose is to 
provide them with a service) and to learn how to both 
reliably recognize those phenomena when sighted and to 
communicate that information in a non-ambiguous 
George also criticized a net control station for 
ignoring a mobile station who offered to help on one 
occasion. Did it ever occur to you, George, that net 
control might not have heard him? Our net is frequently 
run by an amateur located at the Weather Service office 
at the Colorado Springs airport doing double duty ty 
also talking to the Weather Service people to determine 
‘their needs. It’s obvious that you have never seen the 
hustle in that office at such times, George, because you 
‘wonder why the phone doesn’t always get answered. 
‘Trying to run the net under those conditions is less than 
ideal and sometimes calls do get missed. 

‘On some occasions I have been net control (at least 
nominally) while mobile on my way from work or home 
in north-west Colorado Springs to the Weather Service 
office at the opposite comer of the city. Just to 
compound the difficulty of operating mobile, on a 
couple of occasions I was pounded by large hail along 
the way making operating all but impossible. So if 1 
missed only one station, I didn't do too badly! I have 
also had other amateurs who, to the best of my 
knowledge, had no previous experience as a net control 
station but who volunteered anyway to jump in and run 
the net when I was having difficulty doing so. They 
really helped even ifthe net was run less than perfectly. 

It’s funny, 1 would have thought it unnecessary to 
explain all this to someone who has been trained and 
has so much experience in running SKYWARN nets. 
Can things be so different in Ohio? Running a 
SKYWARN net is not always easy, and participating in 
fone takes time, But at least there are a number of 
people here who make the effort rather than sitting, on 
the sideline complaining because others are not doing a 
perfect job. 

You recognized that we need the help, George, so 
here's your big opportunity. As I see it you can do one 
of three things ~~ you can accept my personal invitation 
to help us out, you can stop criticizing those who are 
willing to make the effort to the best of their ability, or 
‘you can go back to Ohio where you can continue to 
‘citicize us all as much as you like! 

‘David Banks NXION 


CW CLOSES HAM SHACK 
by Al Vrooman NOCMW 


CW Electronics wishes to thank all of you who 
have used the ham portion of the local store. It is with 
feelings of regret that we had to disband the ham 
department here in Colorado Springs. Be reassured that 
if you want to get something you can see Al at the store 
and he will onder it. If tis available through the Denver 
store it can be here in three days or sooner. 
“OCH 


RAIN GAUGE INFO 
bby Malcolm Benton KE9S 

Over the past 6 months several amateurs have 
participated in recording the amount of rainfall in their 
area. At the end of each month they have sent the 
information to me to be recorded and forwarded to the 
National Weather Service. If you have recorded rainfall 
at your QTH during the period April 1 through 
September 30, and would like this included in my 
report, please send it to: Malcolm Benton, KE9S, 15365 
Deby Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80921. If you 
would like to participate in the 1990 program please 
‘contact me at the above address or call me at 488-2071. 

“KESS 


DITS AND BITS 


OBet wil alow amsters plac fee mor 
exmnarcid ch sat ammouncements of interest beat 
anaes a7 a soace avaibtle basi Oat wil ty b 
insure accuracy in printing but cannot guarentee it 


FOR SALE - The PPRAA is accepting bids for a 
used 7.5 KW propane generator. Minimum allowable 
bid is $350.00. Mail bids to the Pikes Peak Radio 
‘Amateur Association, —_P, O. Box 16521, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80935. 


WANTED - KDK model 2015 radios in’ any 
condition. Will buy one or many. Call Bob Haggart 
NOCTY at 475-5955 (W) or 390-8911 (HD. 


FOR SALE - Daiwa RM 940 infrared remote 
microphone, Currently wired for Drake TR7 = may be 
rewired for other rigs. Has working nicads in mike and 
4 spare set of rticads will be included. $20. Call Chris 
‘Smith NXOE at 495-0624 


ON Pris 


—QUALITY— 
Optical — Electronic — Mechanical Parts 
‘Buy ~ Soll— Trade — Naw & Used Surplus tems 
3031 North Nevada Ave 


Robert A Taylor ‘Colorado Springs, CO 80807 
(Operations Vice-President 903-635-0771 /635-0772 


Optical - Electronical - Mechanical Parts 
Buy - -Sell - Trade - New & Used Surplus Items 


GW Electronic Sales Company 


Rocky Mountain Area's 
Largest Distributor of 


Ham Gear 


SPECIAL 
LARSON ANTENNAS 
AND 


SHORT WAVE RADIOS 


yvacsu Icom. 
KENWOOD 
JOHN: 


WAQADV 

GEORGE AL DOUG 

iy Naomw W2CRS 
800 Lincoln Suet 610. Fillmore St 


Denver, CO 80203, Colo Springs, CO 80907 
(G03) 832-1111 719) 473-2828, 


GARDEN OF THE 
GODS ROAD 


NEVADA 
AVE 


© 


DOG TRACK 


FILLMORE 


TWO GOOD REASONS TO REMEBER THE OCTOBER MEETING - 
ELECTIONS AND A NEW MEETING PLACE! 


SS 
Membership Application 
PIKES PEAK RADIO AMATEUR ASSOCIATION, 


P.O. Box 16521 
Colorado Springs, CO 80935 Date __ 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
Call License Class 
Are You An ARRL Member? 0) Yes 1 No Telephone 
CO Full Member $12.00 O Family Membership $15.00 O Newsletter Only $6.00 
© Age 65 or older, or under 18 $8.00 
Additional Names Call Class 
Associate Member $8.00 O (Outside Teller & EI Paso Counties.) 


PPRAA is not associated with the Pikes Peak FM Association. 


